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often thrust under the rocks up to the shoulder. The en¬ 
trance to the nest is difficult to find, often a rock in the short 
scrub, some distance from the water, is the chosen spot. 

174. Yelkouan Shearwater. Puffinus yelkouan . 

This species was fairly common on the small islands round 
the coast. On the 2nd of May, with the aid of a small 
dog, I found eight eggs ; all were placed under piles of large 
rocks which had fallen from the cliff above. The eggs were 
nearly hatched, the young in some having broken the shells. 
While Puffinus kuhli likes to nest under single rocks some 
distance from the water, this species nests only a few feet 
from high-water mark. The only difference between this and 
the Manx Shearwater (P. anglorum ) is that all the under 
tail-coverts are dusky brown, instead of pure white. 

175. Pelecanus , sp. ine. 

I was assured by several Corsicau sportsmen that Pelicans 
sometimes visit the island in winter. 

176. The Shag. Phalacrocorax graculus. 

Fairly common and resident; nesting very early, in 
numbers, oil several of the small islands visited. All the 
young were swimming about, full-grown, with their parents, 
on 2nd May. 


Y. — On two Birds from Norfolk Island. 

By H. B. Tristram, D.D., F.R.S. 

I have received from Mr.E.L. Layard specimens of the Platy- 
cercus from Norfolk Island, referred to by him ('Ibis/ 1881, 
p. 173) as deserving of recognition and separable from P. pen- 
nanti of the Australian continent. There is no difference in 
coloration, either in adult or immature plumage, between the 
birds from the continent and those from Norfolk Island; 
but the latter are decidedly smaller in their dimensions. 

The measurements of the continental bird are :— long. tot. 
16*0 poll., ake 7*1, caud. 8*2, tarsi 06, dig. mcd.cum ungue 
1*2. Of the Norfolk-Island specimens : —long. tot. 13*0 poll., 
alse, 6*7, caud. 7*0, tarsi 0*5, dig. rued, cum ungue 1*0. 
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from Norfolk Island . 

Mr. Layard states that all his specimens agree in size. 
We may therefore fairly, I think, recognize the race from 
Norfolk Island, as Mr. Layard suggests, by the name Platy- 
cercus pennanti , var. nobbsi , in honour of the Lev. Gr. H. 
Nobbs, the devoted friend and guide of the Norfolk Islanders, 
the immigrants from Pitcairn's Island. 

The Halcyon of Norfolk Island appears to me to be de¬ 
cidedly distinct. I have before me a large series of all the 
known species of the group. In dimensions it is rather 
larger than most of the other species, its wing measuring 
3*9 in. as against 3*6 in H . sancta^ H. solomonis , Lamsay, and 
H. sacra , 3 '7 in H. vagans and H. Julia , 4*1 in H . chloris and 
H. occipitalis , and 4*2 in H. tristrami . The frontal buffy-white 
spot does not, as in all the other species, except H . solomonis , 
extend further than the angle of the eye, so that the light 
eyebrow is entirely wanting. The under wing-coverts are 
light buff, as in II, sancta , to which in general coloration it 
approaches most closely, except that the green of the head 
and back is decidedly duller, though not nearly so dark as in 
H '. vagans . But its most characteristic distinction is the bill, 
which differs markedly from that of all its congeners, both 
mandibles being extremely compressed, the culrnen being 
slightly recurved and the gonys still more so. The width of 
the bill at the nostril is 0*3 inch, while the nearest approach 
to this is 0*4 in one specimen of H. sancta , all the other 
species ranging from 045 to 0*55 in width at this point. At 
O’75 inch from the tip the width is OT inch, all the other 
species ranging from 0T5 upwards. This description will, I 
think, justify the recognition of the bird, under the name 
which Mr. Layard proposes for it, as 

Halcyon norfolkiensis, sp. nov. 

Diagn . Haleyoni sancta similis, sed statura majore; super- 
cilio nullo albido nec albescente; mandibulis arctissime 
compressis et recurvatis. 

Hab . Norfolk Island. 
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